a 


£ 4 


- o 
* 


vol. VI. [ 


A 


REVIEW 


OF - IS 


STATE 


OF THE 


BRITISH NATION. 


Tueſdap, December 13. 1709. 


Ecauſe this Paper is ſeen in ſome 2+ The Hereditary Right of her preſent 
Parts of the World, where ſuch a Majeſty to the Crown. 

| Man as Dr. F I has mot been | 

heard of=—and where the Sour of his late In my laft I have moſt humblyypetition'd 
Harangue is 'not found, it ſeens him to do two other Things at his Leiſure, 
to tell, what to us here in Tondoy will be for the publick SatisfaRion. 

n0 New$-—— Fig. That 'on the" Fifth' . 

of November, , being; the Anniverſary for 1, To reconcile the Battle at the Boys 
Gun-powder 'Tceafon, one Dr, $ I to the Do&rine of Non Reliftance, 
preach'd at St. Paul's Cathedral, from thoſe and to affoil the Parliament of England, 
Words in2 Cor. xi/26» In Perils among falſe and the Church of England, from the 
Bretbren's wherem having plentifully'7ail'd' © Breach made in that Principle in the 
at and 'anathematiz'd the 'Diſſtnters, and - War in Ireland. 

left them in Cuſtody without” BaiFor Main-' * 2. To tell us—by what Part of Heredi- 


prize, with the Devil and his Angels-— ' tary Right her preſent. Majefty pofſeſ- 
He particularly aſſercs two Things. ſes the Crown of Great Britain and 


1. The Doftrine of Pafh ve-Obedicnce— treland. 
which he moſt remarkabiy - juſtifies 
from the late Revolution. 


Now 
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Now I muſt in Reaſon give the Door er, not diſcovering their Perſecution-Deſign 


ſome Time to reply, and therefore I ſhall 
geſpite the Diſcourſe—And as what may 
not be improper to the Purpoſe—for the 
farther Information of the People—1 ſhall 
play the Expoſitor a little— and ſhow you 
from Scripture, that even in the firſt Ages 
of Monarchy in the V/iorld-—-the Superi- 
ority of Laws to the Sovereign was not cay 
claim'd by the People as their Right, but 
was acknowledg'd by the Monarch as the 
Peoples Due, and as a Debt they coulg not. 
with-hold <———>— Ard this is the famous 
Story of Darius caſting the Prophet Dante 
into the Den of Lions. E 

Tt is evident, That S:rdanapalus, the 


nate luxuriousTyrant, waspelifted by the 
Great Arbaces the Median = and was 
depos'd, burning bimſelf afterwards io. his 
great Golden Palace; of which hereafrer. 
Hereupon the Median Empire was eregted, 
which afterward was joyn'd with the Per- 
fan, and Darizs was their King in tfe Time 
of the Captivity, and Daniel the Prophet 
was a Favourite in biz -Cuurtm—— I have 
:iadeed made this publick once before, but 
few having ſeen it, and the Occaſion being 
thus renew'd, I perſwade my ſelf, it will 
aot be unacceptable to repeat ir. 

The Limitation of Power and Syperiori- 
ty of Laws in Matters of Government have 
an Original in the very early Ages of the 
World ; and the Holy Text gives ſuch 2n 
inftznce of the limitted Power of Kings, 
and their Subj:Qion to the Laws of their 
own making, that I know no Inftances in 
the World can come up to it. | 

The Prigces and Rulers, under Dariz 
the Median King, baving reſov'd the ,De-- 
Frufion of the Prophet Daniel, laid their; 
Conteiuance thus, to get a Law made, that 
a+ Man fhovld pray ro any God, or make 
-n3y Requeſt to any Man, but to the King, 
tor fach a Time, Dan. 6; v. 7, Now kno - 
ing that Dariue-was ſo fond of Daniel, that 
5e wild not be direfly prevail'd upon to 
nurthim,. they, form this Projedt, and ten- 
der it fo the King in. their Council, -or 
Afembly, or Parliament, call it which yon 
pleaſe z, and they bring-in a Bill of Occafio- 
»al Conformity, and defire the King #0 poſs 


againſt the Innocent, who they certaioly 
Foe would not omit his Duty, and con- 
equently would fall into the Snare, 

That this waz a National Law, or A& of 
Parliament, the Text is happily particular 
in, Verſe 7+ All th» Preſidents of the King- 
doms, Gwvernors. Princes; there's the 
Houie of Lords, -ounſelors and Captains ; 
th-re's their Houlc + Commons, conſulted 
together 10 eſtabliſh a Royal Statute. Where 
] obſerve,,.. 

Fir, To;make a Statute, requir'd the 
Aſſembling and Conſulting of the Princes, 
Counaſeliors, Great Men, (5, as well as 


the King, ſo thatLegiſlation was thus early 
great Arias Monarch proving an effcmi- +: | 


m_ in the Pe W1s co he govghir'd., 
condly, Thong had aGhing todo, 
but to approve and fign the Decree, the 
making ic and conſulting about it, requir'd 
the Aﬀembling the Heads of the People. 

Thirdly, Whea the Parliament, or Aﬀem- 
bly of Princes and Counſellors, had made.q 
Law, and the King had figg'd it, even = 
King bimſe}j- could not alter it, ſothat't 
making Of -Laws was: in the People,.and. 
when made, they will be ſuperior even to 
the King himſelf, 

Fourthly, Nay, the King himſelf had 
not Pow?r, after 4 Law was made, ſo mnch 
as tq ſuſp2nd'its ExeQution on the Crimi- 
nal; al which are deducible diceAly from 
the Example in the Text. 

Not is the King's ſigning this Decree or 
Statute left here to his Arbitrary Choice 
bus the Texs# us: plain. Re \ WS: 

The. Princes, Connſellors, Gs, aſſemble 
together 24 the Xing, v. 6s That, is, in, out 
ParJiament-Terms, borh- Houſes jayu'd; in 
an Addreſs x0 bis Majeſty ; for the Reaſon of 
his paſhng: this Lawz they tell.him, They- 
beug all. conſulted together, or. becauſe they 
haxe. all conſulted:i> .. as appears by the- 
very next Words, 

Verſe 8. Now, 0 King; eſtabliſh the degyee,. 
and fign-the weiting.;, or 39 0ur-Phraſe, ſince 
both Houſes baye unanimouſly paſy'd this 
AQ; we. hope, vg cy tomy not refuſe 
your Royal Aﬀent,' ſor we have all conſulted 
together ahont ite 5. | 

And-to confirm this, and proye that it is 
no fore'd Conftrudtion, See the next Words, 

F 'V, 9» 


v. 0 FHEREFORE King Darin fign'd the 
writing aud the decree, even for that Rea 


{0B. PF. 

Naw abſerve the Treatment theſe Pzo- 
ple gave. their King; Upon the ripening, 
of the Plot, they fiad Danjel praying, as 
they knew before they ſhould; at.the Wins 
cow of His Chamber, looking towards Fe- 
ruſalem, as was the Cuftom of their Coun- 
try, from the: Wortls 6f Solomon. in the 
Dedication of the Temple, Hearken th0h 10 


the ſupplication of thy people Iſrael, when they. 


ſhall pray towards thuc- place, 1 Kitigs 8. 
Away they go to the King,. ard firſt de- 
mand a Recognition of the Law from him, 
v.12. Then they came near, aud ſpate before 
the King concerning the King's ecree,  Baft 
thou n0t fign'd a Decree, 

ſhall ask & Petition of any God or Man 


every Man that 
thin 


thirty days; [ave of thee, 0 King, ball be ca 
rp Ipreh AY moſt ſacred Authority of the Law, gives 


into the Den of Lions ? 


Weſl, ſays the King, I have, and you. 


know' when it is done, Icannot undo it; 
for according t0 tbe Laws of the Medes and 


Perſians is alrererb not 3 then they tel him. 


the Story of Daniel, how he had pot re- 


ded the Law, nor the. King's igning it, - f 
2. Io Hes Pot fick brought before him, and bje Sleep wens 
from bim., Here's his Concern for him it- 


V. 12, 4 01 
Now obſerve the Kjtg*s Condubt, Ve. 15, 
Then the King, when be' beard theſe things, 
was ſore diſpleas'd with himſelf, i. e. for pal- 
liog ſuch a Law unadyiſedly, without ma- 
king ſome' Ptoviſo of Exception for. his 
beloved EC ante! ; and. be ſer bi Heart on Da- 
niel 10 deliver bim, and bz labour'd to the going 
down of the Sun +0: deliver bim. Tois Paſſage 
is a moſt ſignificant'Expreſſion of the Ex- 
tremity of the King's Aﬀairs, and how he 
labour'd betwect the Aﬀettion he bad for 
the Proghet, innd'hts/ReſpeR for the Liw; 
He labour'd till Sun-ſer, _ - may 
ſy 1. bet#4@ twithdur! any' Afrog artces 
Oo ebony perſwading the Great 
Men to ſpire him; it is plain; he did ast 
labour with bitmſclf .to be willing:and;eafie 
to deliver him,up, hut the. Words. are ex- 
preſs, ;he labour 'd.20 deliver bim. + 40's 
Note herey- the: King had no- Difpen» 
ſing Power''z the Criminal, the Law 
condemns, - mufr be: executed,- :even the. 
King bimfclf could not reprieve bim.. 


could ftoop to, 


(a  - 3 


And tho” the" King ſuſpended the Exe 
ontion buc' ones Dby, ſee the ' Uriwerrinefs 
ant Clamour ir Yan'd' THEN, tht is, at 
the goipg down -of the Sit, theſe Men 
4 wmv the” Xing. Now mirk the 
Einphaſis ;: they /dv inot edme* with an- 
other humble Addreſy'to' hk Majefty, that 
the Laws might be put in-Execution; but 
they come with a Claim of Right, K NOW 
0 KING, that the Laws of the Medes and 
Perlians «, 1b4#t #0 Decree or Statute, which 
the: King eftabliſherh, "may be changed 1 as 


it they had faid, Sir, we come to demand 


our Rights and Liberties atcordivg to the 
known Laws of this Land; and to tell 
you, Sir, that to diſpenſe with the Laws 
of the Land is illegal, and is not is their 
Power. The King took their Meaving pre- 
ſently, and knowing h&could not contetd 
with them, .or in meer Veneration to the 


them no Anſwer, - but delivers up Daniel 
to their Mercy. 

His-Concern for him, ' when he was in his 
Enemies Hands, appears, v.18. Fher rhe 
King. wems t0 bis Palace, and paſſed the Night 
ailing, neither were the Ifiraments of Mu- 


uftrated farther; by his running to the Den 
of Lions in-the Morving, 'to know how ic 
far'd with him, his Joy et his Knowledge - 
of his Deliverance, and his fevere Revenge 
upon his Accuſers, as may be ſeen at large, 
ve. '19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. 

Here's an original Menarch, whoſe ſacred 
abſolute Power and Dominion could not 
ſaye a Favourite from the Force of the 
Law,. tho' falſly accus'd. Here's the due 
Sovereignty of the Law ſo acknowledg'd, 
and recogniz'd,. as ne Prince in Europe 


Not King Chorles I. parted with his belo- 
ved Strafford, and Star-Chamber;' not King 
Charles 1. granted the Hebeas Corres AR '; 
not King .Fames parted-with his Crown, or 
King WILLIAM with his Blae Guards, - 
with a fortieth Part of the ReluRance, bbt 
the Law was paſs'd, and 'the-King had no 
Power to alter or ſaſpentit. . 


Thus - 


